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Lou'SIANA F.~R~I PRODUCT PR1crs, UNtn.o STATES FARM PRODUCT 
PRICES, AND PRICES PA'D BY FARMERS, !9I0 - I939 
(1924-29 = 100) 
1939 
Louisiana form comrnodit)' prices followed the general trends.in United States farm 
~ommodity prices throughout the 30-ycar period, but fl uctuated more violemly .. Thus Louis iana 
farmers .ca nnot expect prices for their product.s to be much out of hne ~~1th pnce.s received. by 
arn1ers in other states. United States prices paid by farmers for commocl1t•cs use<Lrn production 
a
1
nd consumption var:ed in general in the s~me direction as prices received but mewed more 
so I ' ' w Y and less drastically. 
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SOURCE OF DATA 
II price data included in the tables and charts that follow were obtained 
from publi hed data of the gricultural Marketing Service, United States De· 
partm nt of gricu!ture, and from recently revised unpublished data from the 
same source. ll analysis work and interpretations were conducted by the Lou· 
1S1ana Agricultural Experiment Station. 
LOUISIANA FARM PRODUCT PRICES 
hanges in prices received by producers is an important factor causing 
changes in production, both in acreage and in intensi ty of cultivation. Current 
prices are too often used as a guide in pl. nning production fo r the following year, 
with the result that serious fluctuations oc ur. A better method of planning 
would be ba ed on the probable price six months or a year in advance. If a crop 
or an animal could be produc cl in a day, the current price and co t would be 
the logical basis on which to plan, but agricultural products require a long period 
from planting or breeding to maturity, during which time prices may change 
materially. Thus Louisiana producers should have a statistical ba kground on 
which to plan future operations. 
Prices of 19 Louisiana Form Products 
Price received by producer for th 19 most important farm products 
produced in Louisiana r sh wn in T. b!e I. These pri es are on a crop Y.ear 
basis b~ginning in ugu t and ending the following July, and represent the si~· 
p!e a era e of the 12 monthly pric in each year as reported by Louisiana price 
correspond nt to the United Lal s D partment of griculture. The crop yea! 
rather th, n 1he cal ndar year ba is wa u ed a it represents more nea rly the ~al 
farmers on ider their returns-by rops nnher than by the month sold .. w,.cg 
1h ex eption of strawberries, the c price over the 0-ycar period beg1~n1bl 
ugu t, I 0 and endi ng July 1939. Pric for strawberrie were not avatla e 
until after 191 . 
ince the 1909-10 crop car the price rec ived for the various LouisiaP:. 
farm product have fluctuated widely, some more than oth rs. The price of co 
5 
ton aried from 36.5 cents er pound in I 19-20 to 5.5 c nt in 1931 -32, or "'fe 
only about one:- eventh :i high in 1931 -32 as in 1919-20. The price of beef cj~~e 
varied from .0 per hundr dweight in I I -20 to 3.20 in 19 -34, or a .de~·~e· 
of about 60 per cem from the 1 19-20 level. !though wide variation 1n ~ceS 
tock price occurred, in general li ve tock prices were more table than P't nt 
of crops during the 30- ear period. ear to ear va riati n were much less vio e 
for live l k than for r p . 
Simple Index Numbers of Louisiana Form Prices 
d. · 5 are relative pric h. nge f r different commo .1ue 
01
eeJ 
om time dif i ult t mak from the a Lua! pri cs when one ommodiry. 15 ~i°u3rs 
in cent per pound another in ent p r bu h ! and till anothe r 1n ~5011s 
per ton. Prob. b!y the mo l omm n met'1od of si mplifying- u h om pan bast 
i 1he u e o imole in !ex numb r \ hi h ho\ percentage cha nge from ~·cy is 
period c n idercd , I . The inde number of the pri of any ornrn 
1 
4 
simply the percentage that the price of that commodity is of the average price
 
during the base period. If the price of cotton was 12 cel'lts per pound during the
 
?ase period, an increase to 18 cents several years later wou ld be expressed a
s an 
index of 150, or a 50 per cent increase. 
. The base period used for the price series of the 19 most importan
t Loui-
~tana farm products was the 5-year period beginning in August, 1924, and 
end-
ing in Jul y, 1929. Prices during these years were rather high but relati
vely sta-
ble. This period rather than the conventional 1909-14 base was used 
because 
price information for some of the important Louisiana farm products 
was not 
avai lable for the pre-war period. 
Simple index numbers of prices of Louisiana farm products from 1910 
to 
1939 are shown in Table 2. The 19 fa rm products included are cotton, co
ttonseed, 
corn, rice, hay, Irish potatoes, sweet potatoes, strawberries, sugar· cane
, butter, 
butterfat, whole milk, chickens, eggs, beef cattle, veal calves, lambs, ho
gs, and 
Wool. These products make up about 95 per cent of the average cash
 income 
received by fa rmers for Louisiana farm products . 
A decline in the index numbers of cotton prices from 99 in the 1928-2
9 
crop year to 31 in 1931 -32 indicates how the income of the cotton grower 
changed 
during the depre sion. Prices fo r most of the other crops showed simila
r drastic 
decreases. In general, prices of livestock and livestock products declined l
ess from 
_1929 to 1933 than did crop prices, although wool declined from an inde
x of 103 
tn 1928-29 to 30 in 1931-32. From 1932 to 1937, prices for most products
 increas-
ed somewhat but till remained below the 1924-29 base period and the
 1909-14 
level. Since 1936-37, the g radual upward trend has stopped and many fa
rm pro-
duct prices have deClined. Louisiana farm product prices which have 
declined 
most in 1937-38 and 1938-39 from the 1936-37 levels include corn, cott
on, Irish 
potatoes, rice, sweet potatoes, sugar cane, and wool. The prices of be
ef cattle, 
vea l ca lves, chickens, and strawberries have remai ned relatively stable sin
ce 1936-
37 and thei r 1938-39 levels are more favorable than are those for most of t
he other 
commodities. 
Relative Importance of the Different Products in Farm Income 
The percentage of the cash farm income in Louisiana derived from eac
h 
enterprise during the l 0-year period 1926-35 is shown in Table 3. For
 the 10-
year period the total cash income to Louisiana farmers averaged $107,072
,600 per 
yea r. Of this total income receipt from crops made up 82.6 per cent,
 receipts 
from livestock and live rock products 13.7 per cent, and receipts from ben
efit pay-
m~n.ts 3.7 per cent. s benefit pa ments under the Agricultural Adjustm
ent ~d­
rn1n1stration progrnm were available in only the last three years of the
 penod, 
the proportion of the income from benefit payments in this period is n
ot repre-
sentative of conditions in 1939. Jn 1938 benefit payments to Louisiana
 farmers 
made up abou t 15 per cent of the total cash income. 
Cotton was by far the most important source of income for Louisiana, 
as 
cotton Ii nt s:iles made up 37.1 per cent of total receipts and cottonseed
 4.9 per 
cent, or a total of 42 per cent of all rash receipts during the 1926-35 pe
riod. In-
come from rice wa econd in importance, making up 12.2 per cent of 
the total. 
Suga r cane sa les amounted to 8.6 per cent and strawberries 5.1 per cen
t on the 
average for the JO years. These four cash crops made up more than two-th
irds 
of the average cash income. 
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TABLE I. LOUI JANA FARM PRODUCT PRICES 
l 09 to July~9 
B uT-
B B UT- TER· HIC - CoTTON-
y ll UTTL I\ AT K E' CoR CoTTON EED Ec;c;s HAY Hoes 
(cwt.) ( lb.) ( lb.) ( lb.) (bu. ) ( lb.) ( con ) (doz.) (ton) (cwt.} 
Doi. Cents Cents Ct:nts Cents Cents Doi. Cents Doi. Doi. 
190 -10 4.05 26 27 12.5 75 13.5 25 .72 20.4 11.01 6.5 
19 10-11 3. 2 25 24 13.2 64 14.0 24 .26 19.1 11.25 6.08 
19 11 -12 3. 0 27 27 13.2 7i 10.3 I .5 18. 13.01 5.49 
IQJ2-13 4.r 2 2 13.2 76 11.6 20.10 19.2 12 .1 5. 4 
I 13-14 j,02 2 26 13.9 2 12.0 19.10 21.1 12.53 6.44 
19 14-15 532 28 27 13.3 9 .0 I .49 19.0 12.34 6.33 
1915-16 --- 526 29 26 13.0 75 I I.I 32.66 19.2 11.60 6.02 
1916-17 --- 6.05 32 32 15.2 114 17. 50.50 24.5 12.78 8.43 
19 17- 1 .50 39 3 17. 167 27.5 65.32 31.7 17.60 12.93 
19 1 -19 7. I 47 50 22.0 173 2 .I 62.54 35. 21.84 13.67 
I I -20 .03 49 56 26.5 179 36.5 66.9 41.8 22.57 13.36 
°' I 20-21 --- 6.50 46 46 24.4 107 15.3 24. I 35.2 16.74 9.83 
1921 -22 4.54 3 3 19.6 76 15. 2 .00 26.0 13.09 7.09 
1922-23 ---- 420 3 41 21.0 95 24.0 34.64 28.5 14 .13 7.04 
1923-24 4.62 44 41 22.3 109 2 .2 40.96 30.2 14.65 7.06 
1924-25 - - 4. 2 44 39 22. 125 22.6 33.51 3l.l 18.49 8.39 
1925-26 4.5 44 3 22 .4 104 17. 2 .37 32.0 17.80 9.02 
1926-2 4.92 44 40 23.6 91 13.0 22.28 2 .7 14.76 9.22 
I 2 -2 6.53 44 42 22. IOI 19.0 35.27 29.3 13.69 8.26 
192 -29 7.53 42 41 23.5 100 17. 34.50 29.4 13.04 8.06 
1929-30 - 6. 42 3 22 .2 96 15.2 30.00 30.2 12.71 8.00 
l 30-3 1 ____ -l. 6 36 2 I .7 90 9.0 20.37 21.3 11.75 6.90 
1931-32 ---- 3.94 26 20 14.1 47 5.5 9.17 15.7 7.99 4.88 
1932-33 3.31 22 15 11.1 45 6.9 10.20 15.9 7.29 3.78 
1933-34 3.20 23 17 JI .4 64 10.4 15.66 16.4 7.76 3.75 
\93-\-35 . 3.93 27 23 13.7 91 12.2 35 .25 21.0 9.82 5.00 
\935-36 4.45 29 24 \6.2 73 ll .2 33.00 21.8 9.21 6.28 
\'H6-37 --- 4.78 30 29 \5.6 99 ll.6 35.'\2 22.8 10.54 6.64 
\9l7 -l 4.90 28 16 \5.9 611. 8.3 20.\7 19.9 9.9'\ 6.39 
\9?.%-?.9 --- - 4-.91. 1.7 1.\ \5.2 56 g3 11.\2 \9.2 9.\3 5.67 
TABLE 1. LOUISIANA FARM PRODUCT PRlCES-(contznut:d) 
August, 1909 to July, 1939 
STRAW-
IR!SH BERRIES SUGAR SWEET VEAL 
YEAB P OTATOES LAMBS. MILK RrcE (24-pt. CANE POTATOES CALVES WooL 
(bu.) (cwt.) (cwt.) (bu.) crts.) (ton) (bu.) (cwt.) (lb.) 
Cents Doi. Doi. Cents Doi. Doi. Cents Doi. Cents 
1909-10 0 4.72 2.23 77 3.83 66 4.81 23 
1910-11 85 4.98 2.28 66 3.69 72 4.67 17 
1911-12 _____ 108 5.08 2.31 87 4.29 75 4.90 15 
1912-13 93 4.95 2.26 89 3.73 76 4.78 15 
1913-14 ---- 97 5.78 2.32 84 3.13 74 5.76 H 
1914-15 ____ 105 6.59 2.45 94 3.75 70 6.25 15 
1915-16 ____ 104 7.34 2.44 84 4.55 62 6.18 18 
1916-17 208 7.97 2.70 115 5.29 80 7.72 24 
1917-18 ____ 172 9.27 3.31 198 7.10 114 8.90 41 
1918-19 ____ 149 9.96 4.20 189 2.88 7.28 155 8.52 42 
191 9-20 ___ 256 9.25 4.79 262 3.12 14.00 173 9.25 34 
'1 
1920-2 1 ______ 195 7.59 4.26 103 3.35 5.76 124 7.32 12 
1921-22 ______ 181 6.06 3.25 97 3.25 3.63 87 5.41 13 
1922-23 ___ 164 5.97 3.07 100 2.15 5.83 90 5.02 18 
1923-24 _____ 146 6.67 3.16 115 3.00 7.09 129 5.48 29 
1924-25 ____ 151 7.61 2.74 139 3.25 5.58 205 5.84 37 
1925-26 __ ___233 7.28 2.78 145 3.00 4.05 153 6.12 32 
1926-27 _ _ _ 176 7.52 2.75 110 3.48 4.92 112 6.40 29 
1927-28 142 8.28 2.70 92 2.75 4.61 99 8.45 31 
1928-29 125 9.51 2.77 94 3.15 3.86 105 9.81 33 
1929-30 ___ 159 8.20 2.65 102 2.35 3.77 117 9.49 29 
1930-31 115 7.04 2.33 77 2.70 3.38 102 6.85 18 
1931-32 ___ 79 4.96 1.69 52 2.20 3.29 58 5.01 IO 
1932-33 ---- 72 3.92 1.34 46 1.35 3.06 49 4.13 11 
1933-34 98" 4.05 1.62 77 1.45 3.29 6! 3.95 20 
1934-35 87 4.37 1.95 83 1.52 2.33 76 4.84 20 
1935-36 97 5.80 2.00 78 1.88 3.18 62 5.58 22 
1936-37 120 5.39 2.25 92 2.00 3.71 92 5.83 28 
1937-38 78 5.56 2.23 66 1.75 3.12 72 6.09 26 
1938-39 87 5.32 2.04 64 1.95 2.65 67 6.22 21 
TABLE 2. lMPLE INDEX NUMBERS OF LOUISIANA FARM PRODUCT PRICES 
Augu t, 1909 to July, 1939 
ugu t 1924 - July 1929 = JOO) 
BEEP Burru- CHIC- CorroN-
Y E.A ll TTL 'BuTTEll P AT K ENS CoRN CoTToN SEED Eccs HAY Hoes 
1909-10 -- 71 59 66 54 72 75 84 70 71 77 
1910- 11 --- 6 5 59 57 61 78 79 64 72 71 
I 11 -12 --- 67 62 67 58 73 57 60 64 4 64 
1912-13 --- 75 64 68 57 73 64 " 65 65 78 6 
I 13- 1-1 --- 64 66 60 78 67 62 71 81 75 
1914-15 --- 94 65 67 5 5 44 60 63 0 74 
1915-16 --- 93 66 66 57 72 62 106 65 75 70 
1916-1 ___ 106 74 0 66 109 99 164 84 2 98 
191 -1 ___ 132 9 93 7 160 154 212 107 113 151 
191 -19 ___ 13 10 125 96 166 156 204 122 140 159 
00 
1919-20 ___ 139 11 3 139 115 171 204 218 142 1'15 156 
I - 0-21 __ 115 105 11 6 106 103 83 81 113 10 114 
1921-22 ---- 0 6 94 5 72 91 86 4 83 
1922-23 --- 74 101 92 91 134 113 96 91 82 
1923-24 --- 2 101 101 97 105 157 133 100 94 82 
1924-25 --- 5 100 96 99 120 126 109 103 119 98 
1925-26 --- I 100 94 97 100 98 92 106 114 105 
1926-27 --- 7 100 JOO 103 7 72 72 94 95 107 
I 2 -2 __ 115 101 105 99 97 105 115 9 88 96 
192 -29 ___ 133 97 102 102 96 99 112 99 84 94 
1929-30 __ 120 97 95 97 92 5 9 100 82 93 
1930-31 -- 7 2 71 77 6 50 66 71 76 80 
1931-32 --- 70 61 49 61 45 31 30 51 51 57 
1932-33 --- 59 50 37 48 43 3 33 49 47 44 
1933-34 -- 56 53 42 49 62 5 50 55 50 44 
\934-35 -- 69 63 5 60 7 6 115 72 63 5 
\935-36 --- 78 66 60 71 70 62 10 73 59 73 
\936-37 -- '\ 69 7\ 68 95 70 115 76 6 77 
\937-3S ·--- S7 65 66 69 65 '\6 65 66 64 74 \93S-39 _ _ \7 6\ 51 66 53 "6 7l 64 59 66 
TABLE 2. SfMPLE INDEX NUMBERS OF LOUISIANA FARM PRODUCT PRICES-(continued) 
August, 1909 to July, 1939 
( August, 1924 - July, 1929 = 100) 
{R ISH TRAW- S UGAR SWE ET V EAL Co 1POS1TE 
Y EAR POTATOES LAMBS MILK R tcE BERRI ES CANE POTATOES CALVES WOOL INDEX 
190?-IO ·--- 54 59 81 66 83 50 66 71 69 
1910-11 -·-- -- 52 62 83 56 0 54 64 52 72 
191 1-12 ·-·-·· 66 63 4 75 93 56 67 47 65 
1912-13 ------ 56 62 2 77 81 57 65 45 69 
1913-14 ··------ 59 72 84 72 68 55 79 44 70 
1914-15 ----·- 64 2 89 81 82 52 86 47 61 
1915-16 ------·- 63 92 89 72 99 46 84 54 72 
1916-17 ·---· 126 99 98 99 115 59 105 76 102 
1917-1 103 I 16 120 171 154 85 122 126 148 
191 -19 ·----··- 9 124 153 163 98 158 115 117 130 150 
1919-20 ___ _ 155 115 174 225 106 304 128 126 103 192 
\0 1920-21 --··--·-· 119 95 155 89 114 125 92 100 38 104 
1921 -22 ··-··-- ~ 109 76 118 84 110 79 65 74 39 90 
I 922-23 ----·-- 99 74 112 86 73 127 66 69 57 110 
1923-24 ·---- ·· 89 3 115 99 102 154 96 75 88 129 
1924-25 ------- 93 95 100 11 9 110 121 151 80 . 113 11 9 
1925-26 _____ 139 90 101 125 102 88 114 83 100 104 
1926-27 ___ 107 94 100 94 118 107 83 88 89 86 
1927-28 ----- 86 103 98 80 93 100 74 115 95 99 
I 928-29 ------ 76 · 119 101 81 107 84 79 134 103 97 
1929-30 ---· 96 102 96 88 80 82 87 130 88 89 
1930-31 -- - 69 88 85 66 92 73 77 94 56 65 
1931-32 - -- 47 62 61 45 75 72 44 69 30 45 
1932-33 - - 44 49 51 40 46 67 37 57 32 44 
1933-34 --- 59 51 59 66 49 72 51 54 63 58 
1934-35 - - 52 54 71 72 52 51 57 66 61 68 
1935-36 --- 59 72 73 68 64 69 47 77 68 67 
1936-37 -- 71 67 82 79 68 81 69 80 85 76 
1937-38 -- 47 70 81 57 59 68 54 83 79 58 
1938-39 -- 52 66 74 55 67 58 50 85 63 56 
Sales of truck crops a. counted for most of the other crop receipts. Liv«s~~ 
receipts were mo tly from the sales of milk and butter and receipts from DCP 
cattle and calves. 
Cotton production is stil l the most important Louisiana farm cnterpr:;; 
but has been omewhat replaced in recent years by other enterprises. For r 
5-year period 1926-30, receipts from cotton and cottonseed made up 46 per CC'! 
of the total cash receipts and in the following five years, only 35 per cent, in~: 
eating a significant decrease in the importance of cotton as a source of cash il1 
come. This relative decrease in cotton receipts was accompanied by a larger~ 
portion of receipts from sugar cane, from sales of milk and butter, and frorn 5 
of beef cattle, calves, and hogs. 
COTTON AND COTTO NSEE D 
10 
Composite Index of Prices Received by 
Formers for 19 Louisiana Form Products 
. The index numbers of individual commodity prices shown in Table 2 in-dicate the price changes of individual products. To obtain a general picture of how prices have fluctuated for the state as a whole, a composite index number of 19 of the leading farm products was calculated. To obtain a picture of current fluc~uations as they occur in comparison to past results, this composite index repre-senting the general level of prices received by Louisiana farmers was computed on a monthly rather than an annual basis. The index numbers, by months, of the composite index representing the average of all Louisiana fa rm product prices from A ugust, 1909, to December, 193 , are shown in Table 5. 





1910 1914 1919 1928 193 3 
DECEMBER L . S. U. 
Fie. 2.-Loms1ANA FA.RM PRooucT PRICES 
1938 1939 
Av. ECON. 106 
(1924-29 = JOO) 
. . The level of Louisiana farm product prices as of December, I 939, indica tes that the ma-Jonty of them have lost most 
0
{ their gains in the last few )'ea rs and now compare less favorab ly With the pre-depression prices of 1924-29 and the pre-war prices of 1909- 14 than at any time since 1933. 
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TABLE 3. CASH INCOME FROM LOUISIANA FARM PRODUCTS, 1926 to 193S' -= 
AV E.1>.AOF. IN COME. P F.I!. YE.Al!. 
FAl!.M Pl!.ODUCT 1926-1935 1926-1930 1931 -193.5 
1000 Per 1000 Per 1000 Ptr 
Dollars Cent Dollars Cent Dollar1 Ctfll 
Cotton lint ·-···-··--·- ____ 39,663 37. I 53,454 41.1 25,873 30.B 
Cottonseed ----- .... ---· --- 5,236 4.9 6,670 5. 1 3,802 4,S 
Rice -------------·-··-13,023 12.2 16,183 12 .5 9,863 11·7 
Sugar cane -----------·-· 9,238 8.6 8,336 6.4 I 0,139 12.I 
Strawberries -·- ...... - ... - .... 5,502 5.1 6,796 5.2 4,20 ~J 
Other truck crops -·----- 4,826 4.5 7,770 6.0 1,883 1 
w ct potatoes ___ .. ·----- 3,784 3.5 5, 15 4 .5 I ,752 iJ 
Irish potatoes ------ 2,343 2.2 3,603 2.8 1,0 3 J 
Com --------------····---· 680 .6 974 .8 386 J 
Hay --------------····· 342 .3 422 .3 26 1 .2 
Cow peas ··--------·----- 92 . I 22 .0 162 .I 
Soybeans ---------··----·· 132 .1 141 .I 124 .I 
Peanuts --···--·--·-·----· l 02 . I 14 7 . I 56 .2 
Oranges --·--·-.. --·--·---· 349 .3 528 .4 171 ,4 
Pecans --------··-- 428 .4 544 .4 313 .I 
Peaches -·--· ..... -------.. 75 . I 68 .I 81 J 
ursery produc --·---- 193 .2 101 .I 285 .I 
Greenhouse products __ ........ I 03 . l 150 . I 56 1.4 
Fore t produ ts ___ .. 2,04 8 I. 2, 4 2.2 1,212 .J 
Miscc!laneous ---·-·-----· 296 .3 317 .2 275 ____.-:: 
--------- -------- 73.7 
TOTAL ALL CROPS ..... 8,455 2.6 114,925 88.4 61,985 ~
6.7 
Milk and buucr __ -·-· .. 5,636 5.3 5,688 4.4 5,584 4,9 
Bee cattle and cal\les .... -·· 4,307 4.0 4,5 10 3.5 4, 103 3,4 
Hog ·------·-·----· 2,566 2.4 2,287 1.7 2, 45 1.I 
Eggs -·--··--- ·--···- 1,228 I.I 1,493 l.l 962 ,S 
hi kens -----·---....... 6 5 .6 927 .7 443 .I 
Wool ----.. ---·-·---·-------- 87 . l 82 .I 93 .I 
Sheep and I mbs -.......... 91 . l 74 . I J09 .2 
Mi ellancous _ .. _____ ·--·- _ 1_10 ____ ._1 ____ 3_1 _ _ __ .0 _ _ __ 1 _8 _ __..-: 
11.0 
TOTAL LI l:STOCK - .... - 14,7 10 13.7 15,092 11.6 14,327______... -------------------
TOT AL ALL 90-7 
ARM PRODUCTS ...... 103,165 6.3 130,017 100.0 76,3 12______... --------------------
BF 'EFIT 9J 
PAY. l t:NT$ -·-- 3,90 3.7 7, I~-------------------
TOT AL CA II 
INCOME ----· 107,073 100.0 130,017 100.0 
'Computed from Bureau of Agricultural E onomi s report on f, rm 
nd h income from form production. 
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a.t co.mmodities in the composite price index were weighted according to their rela-
ti ve 11nportance in the total cash income as shown in Table 3. Thus each commod-
ity was weighted according to the percentage of importance which the commodity 
represented of the total annual farm cash income, based on average cash income 
for the 1926-35 period. An example, givi ng the procedure in computing the 
composite index number of December, 1939, is shown in T able 4. 
Monthly prices for sugar cane and for strawberries, two important Louisi-
ana crops, were not available as these crops are harvested ahd marketed over such 
a . short period. However, because of the importance of these two crops in the 
total cash income it was felt advisable to devise some method whereby they could 
be included in the monthly composite index. This was accomplished by holding 
these prices in the monthly index at the annual price from the end of one crop 
season to the beginning of the next. This procedure is statistically incorrect to 
some extent as it tends to stabilize the monthly fluctuations, but this slight vari-
ation is more than offset by the increased value of a composite index including 
all important Louisiana farm products. 
Adjustment for seasonal variation was accompli shed in the monthly com-
P?site index number by adjusting the simple relatives of the prices for the indi-
viduJ[ commodities on which the general index was based. The monthly index 
for each indi vi dual commodity was obtained by dividing the reported price for 
TABLE 4. COMPUTATIO OF I DEX NUMBERS FOR DECEMBER, 1939 














WAS OF TOTAL 
SIMPLE CASH INCOME 
INDEX FOR THE WEIGHTED 
NUMBER 1926-35 PERIOD RELATIVE 
Dollars Dollars Per cent Per cent Per cent 
~~~:cr~af~lc, cwt. ________ 4 .~~~ 5:~~~ ~~ f:~~ 3 :~~ 
Butterfat ··lb··------------ ·240 420 57 .42 .24 
Ch" k - ' ··------------ . . 25 64 .73 .47 
Co;~ c°b:, lb .. ____________ ._ ·~n ·~60 64 .72 .46 
Cott~n lb·--- ·····- ··-·· · · 56 42.0 I 23.53 
Co ' · ·-··· ···········- ·096 .1
76 81 5.55 4.5D 
Eg~:~ns~I:~ ton ---···-- 23.~~~ 2 :~50 59 1.3D .77 
Hay ton · -······---------- 5°900 15.680 57 .36 .21 
l-Io ' --····-------------- · . 80 53 2.72 1.44 
lri s~s, cwt. -·--·--···--·- 4 . 7~~ 1.730 55 2.48 1.36 
Lanib~ot:1~tes, bu . ... ···-·· 5 -~DO .620 64 .10 .D6 
Milk, cwt · ·· --·······-· 2 ·400 
2. O 83 3.88 3.22 
Rice bu · ·---- ·----- 0740 I.I O 63 13.79 8.69 
Stra~vbcr~i~;; · i4···;;~.- ~;t ::: 1: 4D 2.945 62 5.83 3.61 
~ugar cane, ton ______ 2.650 4.6DO 5528 9.78 5.67 
Wcct potatoes, bu. ____ .55D 1.060 4.D l 2.D9 
~ca l ca lves, cwt. ·-·····-·- 6.100 6.6DO 92 .91 .84 
ool, lb.------:.:...· _;_;'2..:..30 _____ ._33_D ____ 7_0 _____ .0_9 _____ ._0_6 _ 
T OTAL .·-··-·-··-- - ·-·-
1 OD.OD 61.46 
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TABLE 5. MONTHLY COMPOSITE INDEX NUMBERS OF LOUISIA A FARM PRODUCT PRICES' 
(August, 1924 - July, 1929 = 100) 
JA . FEB. MAR. APR. MAY JUNE JULY Aue. SEPT. OcT. ov. DEC. 
1909 57 56 61 66 67 
1910 7 6 75 76 75 73 72 71 68 71 74 76 
191 I 75 74 72 1 71 70 71 67 61 60 61 60 
1 12 62 65 66 69 72 69 73 68 66 65 69 72 
1913 72 72 71 69 70 69 69 69 69 73 76 69 
1914 . 69 6 65 67 69 69 71 70 61 55 5i 57 
1915 59 62 62 64 64 62 62 59 60 67 72 72 
1916 73 77 76 7 73 76 76 79 79 8 101 101 
1917 9 9 101 110 I 19 124 130 125 124 133 144 150 
191 157 163 166 161 155 14 146 144 149 151 151 149 
1919 146 146 142 141 152 161 168 173 160 169 180 184 
1920 207 20 209 210 203 207 196 173 151 136 125 lJ 1 
1921 6 0 76 77 76 75 77 87 97 94 90 
1922 7 7 88 94 97 91 87 93 106 108 .... 1923 115 120 124 124 114 116 116 107 114 123 131 139 
-"'" 1924 142 141 12 132 132 129 127 122 112 116 118 122 
1925 118 120 122 122 119 119 119 111 Ill 114 110 107 
1926 105 IOI 99 97 97 98 95 90 91 80 79 79 
1927 81 7 6 87 87 89 90 90 104 102 102 101 
192 100 95 95 97 102 101 102 95 92 97 99 100 
1929 9 99 JOO 98 97 94 94 91 92 93 93 93 
1930 92 91 5 87 86 85 78 72 68 68 69 66 
1931 65 65 65 65 62 56 59 49 45 44 49 47 
1932 47 46 47 44 42 38 39 41 43 43 42 41 
1933 40 39 40 41 48 50 55 52 52 54 57 56 
1934 5 63 63 62 60 61 63 64 67 69 72 71 
1935 69 70 6 6 6 68 67 61 57 62 66 67 
1936 69 69 6 69 69 70 72 72 73 73 75 76 
1937 77 79 0 82 77 72 72 65 58 57 58 58 
193 56 57 56 56 57 56 56 55 53 56 58 58 
1939 57 57 56 56 57 55 55 52 58 58 60 61 
'The method used in determining these index numbers was the aggregate average of the simple index numbers in Table 2 weighted a<-u>rd-
i.ng to the proportion each commodi.ty made up of the average annual cash farm income for the 10-ycat period 1926-1935. 
each month by the average price for the same month in the base period. In this 
manner a month ly price index for each commodity was computed w hich was cor-
rected for seasonal va riation to the extent that it occurred in the base period. 
The genera l index of loca l marker prices of all Loujsia na fa rm products in-
dicates that fa rm prices declined from an average of 100 during the 1924-29 base 
period to a low point of 38 in June, 1932. Following this a grad ual recovery took 
place, reaching a peak of 82 in April , 1937. This increase was influenced by re-
duced marketings, reva luation of the currency, and by the strong upwa rd surge 
of business. D eclining business conditions and hea vier crop production beginning 
in the last half of 1937 caused the Louisiana fa rm price level to fa ll rapidly in 
1938 to about 56 and it remained relatively stable around that point during the 
first six months of 1939, but declined to 52 in August and rose to 58 in Septem-
ber in response to general price increases as a result of the European war. 
Index Numbers by Groups of Commodities 
To simplify a comparison of the price movements of a g roup of similar 
commodities such as feed crops with a group of different commodities such as 
meat animals, the index numbers of the 19 Louisiana fa rm commodities were 
combined into seven major group . The commodities we re g rouped according 
to their simi larity in production requirement and use. Composite index numbers 
of the price of cotton and cottonseed feed crops, livestock products, meat animals, 
ri ce, suga r cane, and truck crops are shown in Table 6. The individual commodi-
ti es within each group were weighted according to the proportion each made up 
of the total cash fa rm income for all commodities in the group. 
The index num bers of this eries for the past several years poi nt out sev-
era l important facts. For the 1938-39 crop year, the Louisiana fa rm price fo r 
cotton and cottonseed was only 49 per cent of the 1924-29 base. The index for 
feed crops stood at 55; rice, 55; truck crops, 57; sugar cane, 62; livestock products, 
68; and meat animals, 78. This indicates that in 1939 Louisiana producers of cot-
ton , feed crops, ri ce, and truck crops were receiving relatively lower prices than 
producers of li ve tock and livestock product. Jn 1909-14 all grou ps except truck 
crops had approximately the same prices in comparison to the 1924-29 base years. 
Truck crops were relatively low during the 1909-14 period. 
During the World War, prices of cotton rice, and sugar cane reached much 
hig her levels than did those of li vestock, livestock products, and truck crops and 
after the war decl ined more dra tically than did prices of the other groups of 
commoditi es. · 
Relation of Louisiana Fo rm Product Prices to United 
States Fo rm Product Prices and to Business Conditions 
enera l business conditions and the agricultural situation are closely r<:>-
lated. Thus it is nece sa ry for farm people and agricultural workers to have a 
genera l knowledge of historic and current bu iness conditions and trends in in-
dustrial activity as a means of understanding ' hy certain fluctuatio n in farm 
product prices have o curred in the pa t and ~ hat current adjustment will best 
se rve thei r needs. The demand for farm produ ts depends to a large extent on 
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the level of employment in industries other than agriculture-on the industrial 
production of automobiles, clothing, building materials, and on other si milar in-
dustries. When business conditions are improving rapidly, farmers can expect in-
creased demand for farm products and when general business activity is stable or 
declining, the demand for farm products usually follows the same trend. 
A comparison of Louisiana farm product prices to United States farm prod-
uct prices, prices paid by farmers, all commodity prices, and to two indices 
of industrial activity is shown in Table 7. Data for some of the index numbers 
were not available for the entire 30-year period, but comparisons for more recent 
years can be made. 
Throughout the 30-year period, Louisiana fa rm commodi ty prices followed 
the general trends in United States farm prices . The Louisiana index showed 
more violent fluctuation than did the United States index, rising higher and fall-
ing lower, but both followed the same trend. Thus Louisiana farmers cannot ex-
pect prices for their products to be much out of line with prices received by farm-




Cotton Feed Livestock Meat Rice 5u9ar iruck. 
1._s. u. 
Crops Products Animals C.ane Crops 
AG. ECON. 105 
Fm. 3.-Lo 1 IANA F11RM Prwou T Pru L Bv COM MODI TY GROUPS 
FoR T11 e 193 -39 ROP V F.AR 
( 1924-29 = 100) 
Loui iana f. rm produn prices were lower in 1938-39 than d unn.ii the 1 92 ~ -29 ba>C 
period, bu t all prices did not f.111 at the ;1 111 c rate. I 11 the 1938-39 rop yea r, producers of ot· 
ton, feed crops, rice, sugar c n , nd truck crops were re -,· iving rela tively lower price; than pro· 
..J uccrs of livestock and li,·c tock product>. 
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TABLE 6. I DEX NUMBERS OF LOUISIA A FARM PRODUCT PRICES BY GROUPS 
(August, 1924 - July, 1929 = 100) 
ALL LA. 
FEED LtVESTOC1' MEAT SUGAR TRUCK FARM 
CorroN1 CROPS' PRODUCTS' ANI:M.A.LS' Rt CE CANE CROPS5 PRICES 
1909- 10 76 72 74 71 66 83 52 69 
19 IO- I 1 78 65 72 67 56 80 53 72 
1911-I2 . 57 77 74 65 75 93 60 65 
19 12-13 ------ 64 75 73 70 77 81 57 69 
I9 13-14 . 67 79 75 0 72 68 57 70 
19 14- 1- ___ _ 46 83 77 83 81 82 57 61 
19 I5- I6 ---- -- 67 73 77 81 72 99 52 72 
19 16- 17 _____ IQ7 IOO 89 100 99 115 85 102 
19 17-1 161 144 109 132 171 154 94 148 
19 1 -19 _________ 162 15 135 139 I63 158 103 150 
19 19-20 -·---.. 206 163 152 142 225 304 124 192 
I920-2 1 -··-··-·-· 3 I05 I32 112 89 125 107 104 
I92 J-22 
-~-··-· .. ··-·- 76 103 I 84 79 92 90 - 1922-23 __________ 132 9 1 102 78 86 127 78 110 -....) 
1923-24 -----·--- 154 101 10 83 99 154 98 129 
1924-25 -------·· 124 120 IO I 90 119 121 120 11 9 
1925-26 -------·· 97 105 102 91 125 88 11 5 104 
1926-27 ------ 72 90 99 95 94 107 102 86 
1927-2 
____________ ! 07 
94 99 107 80 100 86 99 
192 -29 ·--------···· l 0 I 92 100 11 7 81 84 89 97 
192 -30 ------------- 86 88 97 110 88 82 87 89 
1930-3 1 -------- 52 83 81 85 66 73 81 65 
1931-32 --------··-· 31 47 58 65 45 72 57 45 
1932-33 .. 37 44 48 52 40 67 43 44 
1933-34 57 58 57 51 66 72 52 58 
1934-35 _____ 73 79 68 64 72 51 54 68 
1935-36 ----- 68 66 70 76 68 69 58 67 
1936-37 75 86 78 80 79 81 68 76 
1937-3 48 65 74 80 57 68 56 58 
1938-39 ------- 49 55 68 78 55 62 57 56 
' Includes cotton and cottonseed. 'Includes beef cattle, chickens, hogs, lambs, and veal calves. 
'Includes corn and hay. 'Includes sweet potatoes, Irish potatoes, and strawberries . 
'Includes butter, butterfat, eggs, milk, and wool. 
The genera l level o{ prices received by Loui siana fo rmers and of U nited 
tates fa rm product prices followed closely the level of all commodity prices in 
the United States. When all commodity prices increased, fa rm prices increased ; 
when all commodity prices declined, farm prices declined . This indicate\ that 
one of the important facto r affecti ng Louisia na fa rm prices at a particu lar time 
is the current level of al l commodity prices in the United States. 
The trends in industri al prod uction and bui lding acti vity were a lso related 
to the trends of fa rm product prices. When industrial production was expa nding, 
TABLE 7. LOU!S!A A FARM PRODUCT PRICES, UNITED STATES FARM PROD-









1909- 10 ·····-- 72 
1910-11 -···-· 67 
191 l -12 ·-·-·· 6 
1912-13 ····--- 71 
1913- 14 ---- 70 
1914-15 ........ 70 
1915- 16 . --- 7 
1916- 17 ______ 106 
1917- l ____ 12 
191 -19 ..... .137 
1919-20 .. - ... 157 
1920-2 1 ---- 120 
l 92 l -22 ----· 96 
1922-23 .... I 03 
1923-24 --- 99 
1924-25 ___ 103 
1925-26 ._ .. l M 
1926-27 - 9 
1927-2 9 
192 -29 -· 9 
1929-30 .. - 93 
1930-31 -- - 79 
1931-32 69 
1932-33 -- 64 
1933-34 ····-· 74 
1934-35 0 
1935-36 -· -· I 
1936-37 . ----- 6 
1937-3 ··--·· 3 
193 -39 7 












































































































































' Bureau of Labor rntlst:cs indc:x, 1926 = I 00, convened to the 1924 -29 base by 1. 1ul -
tipl ying b)r I 01.562. 
1 19 Commodit)' index of Loui iana farm pri e , weighted according to th proportion each 
ommod1ty made up of the total a h farm in ome during the I 0-year period I 26-35. 
'Burea u of Agri ultural Economic ind x, 1910-14 = 100, convened 10 th 1924-29 base 
b)· multiplying b)• 6 .236. 
•Bureau of Agri ulrural ·con mic ind x, 1910- 14 = I 00, convened to the 1924-29 base 
by multiplying by 64.711. 
"Federal Reserve Board index, 1923-25 = I 00. 
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prices received by fa rmers increased and when industrial activity contracted, farm 
product prices decreased. Thus prices received by Louisiana farmers appear to 
be somewhat dependent on general business activity throughout the United States. 
The prices which farmers receive and the changes in these prices as shown 
by the index numbers are most important in relation to the prices which fa rmers 
must pay for what they buy. Data are not available on either wholesale prices 
for Louisiana alone or for prices Louisiana farmers pay for products they buy for 
production and consumption. The index numbers of prices paid by farmers as 
shown in Table 7 are averages for the United States as a whole. In general, these 
price changes can be considered fairly representative of Louisiana ~onditions ex-
cept where price changes have been relatively greater or less than the United 
States average. 
United States prices paid by fa rmers have varied in the same direct: on as 
prices received by Louisiana farmers and United tates farm product prices, but 
usually have moved more slowly and less drastically. While United State.; farm 
commodity prices declined from 100 in 1928-29 to 44 in 1932-33, prices farmers 
paid fo r commodities used in production and consumption declined from 100 to 
67 during the same period. This means that during a decline in fa rm prices, the 
purchasing power of farm products decreases even more rapidly because prices 
paid do not fa ll in line with prices received. fn a rapid price rise, however, farm 
pri ces usually increase more rapidly, resulting in increased purchasing power ot 
farm products. 
Purchasing Power of Louisiana Farm Products 
The price or money value of an item over a long period of time is some-
times not an accurate measure of its worth because the value is not the number 
of dollar received, but how many pairs of hoes or sack of flour can be bought 
with those dollars. T n the 1919-20 crop year Louisiana beef cattle sold for $8.03 
per hundred pounds. Tn 1932-33 Louisiana beef cattle sold for 3.31 per hundred-
weight, or les than one-half as much as in 1919-20. However, $3.31 in 1932-33 
bought ju t as many shoes and sacks of flour as did .03 in 1919-20. Therefore, 
the purchasing power of Louisiana beef cattle, or ' hat the fa rmer could get in 
exchange for a hundred pounds of b ef, wa just as high in 1932-33 as in 1919-20, 
in terms of shoes and flour, in pite of the difference in price. 
The index numbers of the purchasing power of the farm price of the 19 
principal Louisiana farm products are shown in Table 8. This purchasing power 
index number is not a complicated mechanism constructed to confuse, but is sim-
ply the average va lue of each item in Louisiana in terms of what it wou ld buy of 
other commodities, or the true value. It was computed by dividing the actual index 
numb r of price for each item by the index number of wholesale prices of all com-
moditie in the United States. Thu the purcha ing power index for a commodity 
shows the relation of the price of that commodiry to the general level of all prices. 
The purchasing power index numbers for Louisiana indicate that for the 
I 38-39 crop year, beef cattle and veal calves were the only two products which 
were higher in value than in the base years, 1924 to 1929. In general, li vestock 
and livestock product had a higher purcha ing power in 1939 than did feed 
crops. ash crops, such as truck crops, cotton and rice, were lowest in purchas-
ing power at thi s time. 
The data indicate that the purcha ing pm er of livestock has fluctuated 
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TABLE 8. PURCHASl G POWER OF THE FARM PRICE OF LOUISIANA FARM PRODUCTS1 
(August, 1924 - July, 1929 = 100) 
BEEF BUTTER- CH1c- ColTON-
CAlTLE BumR FAT KENS CoR CoTTON SEED EGGS HAY H oes 
1909-10 99 82 92 76 100 104 116 97 98 106 
1910-11 101 87 8 86 92 117 118 96 108 106 
1911 -12 --- 9 91 9 4 107 84 89 94 122 94 
1912-13 105 90 95 I 102 91 92 92 110 96 
1913-14 _126 92 94 6 I 12 96 89 102 115 107 
1914-15 135 93 96 83 122 64 6 91 114 106 
1915-16 119 85 85 73 93 79 136 84 97 91 
1916- 17 101 70 76 63 101 93 156 79 78 93 
1917-1 104 70 73 61 125 120 167 84 88 118 
191 -19 101 79 91 70 121 113 149 89 102 116 
1919-20 . 90 72 9 74 109 129 139 91 92 99 
1920-21 97 89 97 91 86 66 65 94 91 95 
1921-22 4 90 9 89 75 92 95 90 88 86 
1922-23 72 85 9 89 89 130 110 93 88 80 
N 1923-24 82 102 102 98 105 158 134 100 95 83 0 
1924-25 83 9 94 96 117 122 106 100 115 95 
1925-26 7 97 91 93 96 94 89 102 110 101 
1926-27 89 102 102 105 89 73 73 96 97 109 
1927-2 117 103 107 101 99 107 117 100 90 98 
192 -29 136 JOO 105 105 98 102 115 IOI 86 96 
1929-30 .129 104 102 104 99 91 105 107 88 100 
1930-31 111 103 89 9 109 64 84 89 96 101 
193 1-32 102 88 71 89 66 45 43 73 75 82 
1932-33 92 78 5 75 66 59 51 76 73 69 
1933-34 77 72 56 67 84 78 68 75 68 60 
1934-35 6 79 73 75 110 85 144 90 79 73 
1935-36 96 81 74 87 6 76 132 90 73 90 
1936-37 9 80 83 78 110 81 134 88 79 90 
1937-3 104 79 79 84 79 55 79 80 77 90 
193 -39 112 79 67 85 68 59 93 82 76 85 
1Computcd by dividing the index numbers of the wholesale prices of all commodities in the United States, 1924-29 = l 00, into the index 
numbers of prices for each commodity on the same base. Crop year averages are the simple averages of the 12 months, August to July, for 
each year. 
TABLE 8. PURCHA ING POWER OF THE FARM PRICE OF LOUJSIA A FARM PRODUCTS1-(continued) 
{ ugust, 1924 - July, 1929 = 100) 
IRISH STRAW- SUGAR SWEET VEAL 
POTATO LAMB MrLK RtcE BERRIES CANE POTATOES CALVES WOOL 
1909-10 ------- 76 2 112 92 69 92 99 
1910-11 7 93 124 85 122 81 96 78 
I911-12 96 93 123 109 128 82 99 69 
1912-13 __ 79 7 115 108 121 80 91 · 63 
1913-14 84 103 121 104 105 i9 112 62 
1914-1- 92 II 127 116 109 75 123 67 
1915- 16 81 11 9 115 93 118 59 109 69 
19 16-17 Jl7 94 94 92 103 56 100 70 
1917-1 1 90 94 134 108 67 95 99 
191 -19 ·65 90 112 119 72 114 84 5 95 
19 19-20 97 73 Ill 144 6 152 81 81 66 
I 920-21 ----- 99 I 132 73 9 160 77 5 32 
192 1-22 ___ 114 79 124 7 109 103 68 77 4I 
1922-23 - 97 72 109 4 76 104 65 67 56 N 
1923-24 ---------- 90 4 115 100 104 144 96 75 88 
1 24-25 . 0 92 97 116 106 131 146 78 110 
I 25-26 ·--------·-·-- 134 7 9 120 101 98 110 80 96 
1926-27 -- _ J09 95 102 96 11 6 101 85 89 91 
1927-2 ------·--· 8 105 100 I 97 105 76 118 98 
192 -29 .•. --· 7 121 103 4 105 93 1 138 105 
1 29-30 -----------··· 103 110 104 94 8 89 94 140 94 
1930- l -----··--···- 6 111 107 84 113 97 96 118 71 
I 93 1-32 ---------- 69 90 89 65 102 106 63 JOO 43 
1932-33 ·------·- 68 76 76 62 73 10 57 89 50 
1933-34 ---------- 81 69 80 90 67 95 69 74 86 
I 34-35 ------·--·---· 65 68 9 90 68 75 71 3 76 
1935-36 -----------·-·--- 73 8 90 83 79 75 57 94 83 
1936-37 ·-· 83 7 95 9 1 77 88 80 92 98 
I 937-3 ---- 57 R4 98 69 73 88 65 IOI 95 
1938-39 - --- ·-- . 67 85 95 71 85 80 64 109 81 
1Computed by dividing the index numbers of the wholesale prices of all commodities in the United States, 1924-29 = 100, into the index 
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1939 
The purcha ing power of the farm price of individual Louis"ana form commocl :t:es has 
var:ccl widcl)• from t me w time. f the lew rnportant commodi ties , onon, ric , sugar ca ne, 
and beef cattle, cotton h~d the lowc>l purchas!ng power in 1939 while beef ca ttle was highest 
in purchasing power. 
much le widely from one yea r to the next than has that of cash crops. Also, 
the purcha ing power of beef anle, veal calves, hogs, and sheep seemed to fluc-
tuate in fairly regular cycle , while the variation for crop was much more er ratic. 
ACREAGE, YIELDS, PRICES, AND FARM 
VALUE OF PRINC IPAL LOUISIANA CROPS, 1909-39 
T nformation regarding the pr du tion, prices, and farm va lue of the crops 
most important in Louisiana agriculture an be obtained from abstracts of numer-
ou publicati ns, but is not readily available in condensed form. !so, recent im-
provem nts in stati ti al technique by the Divi ion of Agricultural Statistics of 
the Agricultural arketi ng crvice have resulted in revision of many of the earli-
er publi hed figure . Be au e of the unavailability of much of th data in con-
d nsed form and because of the re ent rev ision which have not been publi hed 
for the tate of Loui iana tables are presented herewith howing the acreage, 
yield per acre, total production, average price per unit, and farm va lue of cotton, 
cotton eccl, sugar cane, rice, strawberries, sweet rotato s Tri h potatoe tame hay, 
wild hay, corn, and oat , from 1909 to 193 . These revi ed estimates were fur-
ni h d through the courtesy of the Bureau of gricultural conomics, United 
St tes Department of griculture. 
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The data for each crop include a 5-year average for all irems. Thus rhe 
average for the preceding five years can be obtained without further calculations 
for any period, making it easier to determine significant trends which are nor re-
vealed by changes from any one year ro rhe nexr. 
Similar data for the minor crops not included will be supplied on request 
by the Department of Agricultural Economics, Louisiana Stare University, U ni-
versity, Louisiana. 
Cotton 
The acreage of corron in Louisiana increased from 931,000 in 1909-10 to 
J,953,000 in 1930-31, then declined to 1l1 9,000 in 1938-39 (T able 9) . The most 
rapid increase in cotton acreage occurred fron: 1921-22 to 1925-26, and the most 
rapid decline from 1931-32 to 1934-35. The average acreage for the 5-year period 
l 934-39 of 1,309,000 acres was lower than in any other similar period since 1921-
26. 
The decline in cotton acreage after 1930 was due not only to reductions 
under the Agricu ltural Adjustment dministration, but also to voluntary reduc-
ti ons by Louisiana fa rmers prior to the establishment of the act, as is indicated 
by an acreage red ucti on of from 1,953 000 acres in 1930-31 to 1,688,000 acres in 
1932-33. 
orron yields increased from an average of 169 pounds of lint cotton per 
acre for the 1909-14 periqd to 258 pounds per acre for 1934-39. Va riat ions in 
yield per acre from year to year were more erratic than changes in acreage, but the 
genera l trend over the 30-year period was for increased yields per acre. 
The price per pound averaged 12. l l cents for the 1909-14 period as com-
p:ired to 24 .87 cents during the 1916-21 period and 10.57 cents in 1934-39. 
Cottonseed 
The production of corronseed varied directly with the production of lint 
. cotton, but the price relationshi ps were somewhat different. The price of cotton 
doubled from 1909- 14 to 1916-21, while cottonseed was priced about three times 
as high in the latter period (T able 10). Jn more recent years the price of cotton-
seed has declined less than that of cotton; the average price for the 1934-39 period 
of $27.52 pe r ton was higher than in iiny other imilar period since 1929-30, while 
cotton lint was somewha t lower in relation to former yea rs. Increased demand 
for cottonseed by-prod ucts has most likely cau ed the relative stability of cotton-
seed prices in recent yea rs. 
Rice 
The acreage of rice in Louisi:ina increased from 349,000 acres for the 5-
year period 19C9-14 to 578,000 ac res in 191 -23, then decreased to 419,000 acres 
in 19 1-36 (Table 11 ). 
Rice yields have increased steadi l during the 30-year period. The average 
yield in the 1909-14 period was 34.4 bushel per acre as compared to 41.7 bushels 
fo r the five years I 934-39. Prices, however have been relatively low in recent 
yea rs. The average price from 1909 to 1914 was 0.79 per bushel as compared to 
1.64 per bushel from I 917 to 1922 and 0.74 per bu hel from 1934 to 1939. 
The averag-e farm value of the rice crop for the 1934-39 period was slightly 
more than 14.000, 00. This commodity was second only to cotton as a major 
source of ca. h income to Loui iana producers . 
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TABLE 11. THE PRODUCTIO AND PRI CE OF RICE I LOUISIANA, 1909 - 1938' 
AcREAGE1 YIELD PER ACRE PRODUCTION PRICE PER BUSHEL FARM VALUE 
ROP crop five- crop five- crop five- crop five- crop five-
'!i' I:. RI yea r year year year yea r year year year year year 
ave. ave. ave. ave. - ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. 
1000 Acres Btu lids 1000 Buslit:ls Dollars 1000 Dollars 
1909-10 ----·-··-·-· 370 34.1 12,617 .77 9,715 
19 10-11 --·----- 360 37.0 13,320 .65 8,658 
I I 1-12 _______ 350 33.5 11 ,725 .7 9,146 
1912-13 . 315 35.5 ll ,1 2 9,840 
1913- 14 -----' ______ 350 349 32.0 34.4 I 1,200 12,000 . 7 .79 9,744 9,421 
1914-1'5 .320 339 36.0 34. I 1,520 I 1,7 9 . 9 . 1 10,253 9,528 
19 15-16 -----·--- 3 5 344 33.5 34 .I 12, 9 l 1,705 . I .85 10,447 9,886 
19 16-17 -- _435 361 46.0 36.6 20,010 13,362 .95 .88 19,010 11 ,859 
1917-l _______ 4 5 395 33.0 36.1 16,005 14,327 1.89 1.08 30,249 15,94 1 
191 -19 ___ _____ __565 43 32.0 36.1 I ,0 0 15,703 1.73 1.25 31,278 20,247 
1919-20 _______ 543 4 3 35.0 35.9 19,005 17,200 2.49 1.57 47,322 27,661 
N 1920-21 676 541 37.0 36.6 25,012 19,622 1.13 l.64 28,264 31,225 
O'\ 1921 -22 549 564 33.7 34.l 18,501 19,321 .96 l.64 17,76 1 30,975 
1922-23 _________ 555 578 34. 34.5 19,314 19,9 2 .95 1.45 18,348 28,595 
1923-24 474 559 33.5 34.8 15, 79 19,542 1.09 1.32 17,308 25,80 1 
1924-25 - 430 537 35.0 34. 15 ,050 I ,751 1.32 1.09 19,866 20,309 
1925-26 ________ 414 4 4 34.2 34.2 14,1 59 16,5 l 1.49 1.16 21 ,097 18,876 
1926-27 492 473 33.0 34.1 16,236 16,128 1.11 l.1 9 18,022 18,928 
1927-2 520 466 38.1 34. 19, 12 16,22 7 .92 l.1 9 18,227 18,904 
192 -29 ---·------ 495 470 3 .1 35.7 I ,860 16,823 .94 1.1 6 17,728 18,988 
1929-30 - - - - ----465 477 40.5 36.8 18, 32 17,5 0 1.00 1.09 18,832 18,7 I 
1930-31 491 493 39.0 37.7 19,149 1 ,578 .77 .95 14,745 17,5 11 
1931-32 .45 486 35 .0 3 .I 16,030 I ,537 .52 .83 8,336 15,574 
1932-33 415 465 39.5 3 .4 16,392 17, 53 .43 .73 '.7,049 13,338 
I 933-34 395 44 5 41.0 39.0 16,195 17,320 .78 .70 12 ,632 12,3 19 
1934-35 415 435 40.0 39.0 16,766 16,906 . 2 .66 f3 ,748 11,302 
1935-36 __ 412 419 42 .0 39.6 17,296 16,536 .7 1 .65 12,280 10,809 
1936-3 _________ 479 423 44.0 41.4 21,076 I 7,545 .90 .73 18,968 12,935 
193 -3 - 517 444 40.0 41.5 20,680 18,403 .69 .78 14,269 14,379 I 93 -39 __________ .494 463 42.0 41.7 20,74 19,313 .60 .74 12,449 14,343 
'Adapted from revised data furnished by R. F. Hale of the Agricul tural Marketing Service. 
'Crop year is from August through the following July. 
' A.crcag fiF:urcs are tou.\ acres harvested. 











1912-13 ____ 197 
1913-14 ---------.248 
1914- 15 __ ______ 213 
1915-16 __ I 3 230 
1916-17 ------·-··--- 221 212 
1917-1 ------- 244 222 
191 -19 -----·--- 231 21 19 1 -20 _____________ 179 212 
1920-21 -- ·-·------·---1 3 212 
1921 -22 --·--·-·---·---- 226 213 1922-23 ____________ 242 212 
I 2 -24 -····-···----·--····· 2 I 5 209 
I 24-25 .•. ------------·- 16 206 
I 25-26 . -- --- ----·-·····- 190 207 
1926-27 ···--------·- 12 I 8 
1927-2 - ·-····----------·--- 73 154 
192 -29 . - -------··-- 130 137 
192 - 0 ----·--···-··-- I 5 141 
1930-31 -------·-------······--·- 175 13 
I 93 I -32 ------------ ··-- I 69 146 
I 932-3 ------·------·-· 20 I 73 
1933-34 ·------------·--·- 197 I 7 
1934-35 -- ----------- 222 194 
I 35-36 -·--------- ·-----·····--·· 239 207 
1936-37 --····--------- 227 219 
1937-3 ---·--------------- 254 228 
193 -39 -----·------------ 270 242 
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1 Adapted from Agricultural tat1st1cs, 1939, and earlier data furnished by the Agricultural Marketing Service. 
"Crop year is from August through the following Jul y. 





























































TABLE 14. THE PRODUCTIO AND PRJCE OF SWEET POTATOES IN LOUlSIANA, 1909 - 193ll' 
ACREAGE• YI ELD PER ACRE PRODUCTIO PRICE PER BUSHEL FARM · VALUE 
ROP crop five- crop five- crop five- crop five- crop five-
Y AR1 year year year year yea r year year year year year 
ave. 3.\IC. ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. 
1000 Acres Bushels 1000 Bushels Dollars 1000 Dollars 
1909- 10 57 75 4,275 .59 2,522 
1910- 11 - 55 7 4,290 .69 2,960 
19 11 -12 57 I 4,617 .72 3,324 
1912-13 56 7 4,36 .75 3,276 
1913-14 -- 60 57 0 7 ·l, 00 4,470 .71 .69 3,40 3,09 
1914-15 5 57 79 79 4,5 2 4,531 .67 .71 3,070 3,208 
1915-16 --- - ----- 62 59 7 79 4, 36 4,641 .58 .69 2,805 3,177 
1916-17 64 60 79 79 . 5,056 4,72 .73 .69 3,691 3,250 
1917-1 62 61 7 79 4, 36 4, 22 l.12 .76 5,416 3,678 
191 -19 64 62 70 77 4,4 0 4,75 1.47 .91 6,586 4,314 
1919-20 6 64 0 77 5,440 4,930 1.62 I.IO 8,813 5,462 
1920-21 ________ 72 66 90 79 6,480 5,25 l.l6 1.22 7,517 6,405 
w 1921-22 73 6 80 80 5,840 5,415 .84 1.24 4,906 6,648 
0 1922-23 64 6 5 81 5,440 5,536 .89 1.20 4,842 6,533 
1923-24 54 66 80 83 4,320 5,504 1.24 I.IS 5,357 6,287 
1924-25 50 63 45 76 2,250 4, 66 1.71 1.17 3,848 5,294 
1925-26 60 60 70 72 4,200 4,410 1.62 l.26 6,804 5,151 
1926-2 66 59 7 72 5,14 4,272 1.06 1.30 5,457 5,262 
1927-2 3 63 2 71 6, 06 4,545 .99 1.32 6,738 5,641 
192 -29 62 64 77 70 4,774 4,636 1.01 1.28 4,822 5,534 
1929-30 67 6 74 76 4,95 5,177 l.16 I.I 7 5,751 5,914 
1930-31 60 6 6 76 4,080 5,153 l.l l 1.07 4,529 5,459 
1931-32 83 71 73 75 6,059 5,335 .60 .97 3,635 5,095 
1932-33 Ill 77 66 72 7,326 5,439 .46 .87 3,370 4,421 
1933-34 98 4 67 70 6,566 5,798 .65 .80 4,268 4,311 
1934-35 117 94 66 68 7,722 6,351 .74 .71 5,714 4,303 
1935-36 123 106 72 69 ,856 7,306 .58 .61 5,136 4,425 
1936-37 113 112 69 6 7,797 7,653 .87 .66 6,783 5,054 
1937-3 90 108 73 69 6,570 7,502 .69 .71 'l,533 5,287 
1938-39 99 108 70 70 6,930 7,575 .65 .71 4,504 5,334 
'Adapted from revised data furnished by R. F. Hale of the Agricultural M2rketiog Service-
'Crop year is from August through the following July . 
• 1t.r..crca~c. l\guu::s a«:. mu.\ &C'l'c-. ha_r..,cst.cd. 
TABLE 15. THE PRODUCTIO AND PRICE OF IRISH POT A TOES IN LOUISIANA, 1909 - 19381 
ACREAGE. YI ELD PER ACRE PRODUCTION PRICE PER BUSHEL FARM VALUE 
CROP crop five- crop five- crop five- crop five- crop five-
YEAR
1 year year year year year year year year year year 
ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. 
1000 Acres Bushels 1000 Bushels Dollars 1000 Dollars 
1909-10 20 65 1,300 1.01 1,313 
19 10-11 ---- 25 52 1,300 .77 1,001 
1911-12 22 66 1,452 .85 1,234 
1912-13 20 57 1,140 1.09 1,243 
1913-14 21 22 58 60 1,21 1,2 2 .97 .94 1,181 1,194 
1914- 15 20 22 61 59 1,220 1,266 .97 .93 1,183 1,168 
1915-16 22 21 49 58 1,078 1,222 1.05 .99 1,132 1,195 
1916-17 20 21 67 58 1,340 1,199 1.13 1.04 1,514 1,251 
1917- 1 23 21 68 61 1,564 1,284 2.59 1.34 4,051 1,812 
191 -19 34 24 2 65 2,7 8 1,598 1.18 1.38 3,290 2,234 
1919-20 20 24 53 64 1,060 1,566 1.85 1.56 1,961 2,390 
1920-21 --- 22 24 SS 65 1,210 1,592 3.66 2.08 4,429 3,049 
1921-22 23 24 63 64 1,449 1,6 14 1.48 2.15 2,145 3,175 w l 22-23 24 25 58 62 1,392 1,5 0 1.67 1.97 2,325 2,830 - 1923-24 . 23 22 64 59 1,472 1,317 1.64 2.06 2,414 2,655 
1924-25 - 24 23 63 61 1,512 1,407 1.40 1.97 2,117 2,686 
1925-26 29 25 57 61 1,653 1,496 1.71 1.58 2,827 2,366 
1926-27 33 27 57 60 1,881 1,582 2.19 1.72 4,119 2,760 
1927-2 36 29 53 59 l,908 1,685 1.94 1.78 3,702 3,036 
192 -29 38 32 65 59 2,470 1,885 1.29 1.71 3,186 3,190 
I 929-30 ----- 29 33 56 58 1,624 1,907 1.47 1.72 2,387 3,244 
1930-3 l 34 34 60 58 2,040 1,985 1.36 1.65 2,77~ 3,234 
1931-32 48 37 75 62 3,600 2,328 .51 1.31 1,836 2,777 
1932-33 40 38 51 61 2,040 2,355 .84 1.09 1,71 4 2,379 
1933-34 38 38 54 59 2,052 2,271 .76 .99 1,560 2,054 
1934-35 42 40 60 60 2,520 2,450 .53 .80 1,336 1,844 
1935-36 39 41 65 61 2,535 2,549 .69 .67 1,749 1,639 
1936-37 39 40 68 60 2,652 2,360 1.27 .82 3,368 1,945 
1937-38 44 40 62 62 2,728 2,497 .65 .78 1,773 1,957 
1938-39 43 41 64 64 2,752 2,637 .60 .75 1,651 1,975 
1Adapted from revised data furnished by R. F. Hale of the Agricultural Marketing Service. 
•crop year is from August through the following July. 
1 Acreage figures arc total acres harvested. 
Strawberries 
Statistical data on strawberries are not ava ilable for years prior to 1918; 
thus the information is limited to the last 20 yea rs of the 30-year period. During 
this time the strawberry acreage in Louisiana increased from an average of 7,022 
acres for the 1918-23 period to 22,540 acres in 1928-33, then declined somewhat 
during the depression years, but increased to an average of 18,520 acres for the 
last five years of the 30-year period (Table 16) . 
The average yields per acre were relatively high during the earlier years, 
averaging 152 24-pint crates per acre for the 5-year period ending in 1923, but 
decreased sharply to 96 crates per acre in 1924-29 as the acreage increased . Since 
that time yields have increased to an average of about 130 crates per acre. 
There have been wide va riations in the prices received from year to year 
but, in general, the price per crate has been declining. The average price received 
for the 191 -23 period was $2.9- per crate as compared to an average of $1.80 for 
the period ending in 1939. 
The total fa rm value of the strawberry crop averaged more than $4,000,000 
for the 1934-39 period. The Louisiana strawberry crop ranked fourth as a source 
of cash income, v ith only cotton rice, and sugar d ne producing a g reater total 
cash income. 
Tome and Wild Hoy 
The acreage of all hay in Louisiana has increased gradually throughout the 
30-year period. Tame hay, u ually produced on ti ll able cropland on an an nual 
basis, rose from an average of 158,000 acres for the J 909-14 period to 286,000 acres 
for the 5-year period ending in 1939 (Table 17). Wild hay, usually a by-product 
from permanent pasture land, had a relatively constant acreage .throughout the 
30 years, averaging about 20 000 acre (Table 18). 
Yields of both types have shown a slightl y declining trend . Tame hay av-
eraged 1.3 tons per acre in the I 09-14 period as compa red to 1.1 tons in 1934-39, 
while wild hay averaged 1.2 tons per acre in the earlier period as compared to 
1.0 ton for the most recent 5-yea r average. 
Prices have varied widely from year ro year, but the general trend has been 
downward. Jn the pre-wa r years, wild hay was more valuable than the so-called 
tame ha · the average price for wi ld hay in the I 914-19 period was $15.40 per 
ton as compared to I .76 for tame hay. In the following 20 year , however, 
prices for tam hay declined less rapidly than wild hay prices and thus the earlier 
relationship \ a re.ver ed. For the 5-year period ending in 1939, tame hay was 
priced t 9.94 per ton a compared to 7.08 per ton for wi ld hay. 
Most of the hay produced in Louisiana is used on the farms where pro-
duced, and ca h income from hay represents less than 1 per cent of the total cash 
receipts. 
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1 year year 
ave ave. 
Acres 
191 -19 --------- 4,900 
1919-20 3,900 
1920-21 -- 6,500 
1921-22 - ,250 
1922-23 _________ l l ,560 
1923-24 ____ 14,350 
1924-25 .. 14,600 
1925-26 --·------10,340 
1926-27 __ l ,500 
l 27-2 ________________ 21,100 
192 -29 ----------·-·--···-23,200 
1 29-30 ------------------24,000 
1 30-31 _ ·-----------22,000 
1931 -32 . __________ 20,500 
1932-33 ··-····-···--··---------- 23,000 
1933-34 ···-····-----····-·---1 • 00 I 34-35 ___________ l 9,400 
1935-36 ________ 18, 00 
1936-37 __________ 14, 00 
1937-3 _____________ 17,600 












































1Adapted from revised data furnished by R. F. Hale of the Agricultural 
'Crop year is from August through the following July. 
1 Acreage figures are total acres harvested. 
PRICE PER 
PRODUCTION 24-PT. CRATE 
crop five- crop five-
year year year year 
ave. ave. ave. ave. 





1,758 1,072 2.15 2.95 
1,550 1,260 3.00 2.9 
1,490 1,422 3.25 3.00 
86 1,414 3.00 2.93 
2,072 1,54 3.48 2.98 
1,392 1,474 2.75 3.10 
2,692 1,702 3.15 3.12 
2 496 1,904 2.35 2.94 
1,936 2,118 2.70 2.88 
3,690 2,442 2.20 2.63 
3,082 2,780 1.35 2.35 
2,556 2,752 1.45 2.01 
2,484 2,750 1.52 1.84 
1,542 2,670 1.88 J.68 
2,486 2,430 2.00 J.64 
2,886 2,390 1.68 1.70 




























TABLE 17. 1HE PRODUCTION AND PRICE OF TAME HAY IN LOUISIANA, 1909 - 19381 
AcREAGE.1 YIELD PE.R ACR£ PRODUCTION PRICE. PE.R TON FARM VALUE 
CROP crop five- crop five- crop five- crop five- crop five-
Y£ARI year year year year year year year year year year 
ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. 
1000 Acres Tont 1000 Tont Dollars 1000 Dollars . 
1909-10 158 1.35 213 10.70 2,279 
1910-ll 165 1.40 231 11.50 2,656 
1911-12 160 1.30 208 12.00 2,496 
1912-13 150 1.20 180 12.70 2,286 
1913-14 155 158 1.25 1.30 194 205 12.50 l l.88 2,425 2,428 
19 14-15 155 157 1.40 1.31 217 206 12.00 12.14 2,604 2,493 
1915-16 185 161 1.20 1.27 222 204 10.30 11.90 2,287 2,420 
1916-17 180 165 1.30 1.27 234 209 11.00 11.70 2,574 2,435 
1917-18 185 172 1.20 1.27 222 218 1430 12.02 3,175 2,613 
191 -19 185 178 1.15 1.25 213 222 21.20 13.76 4,516 3,031 
1919-20 189 185 1.28 1.23 241 226 23.00 15.96 5,543 3,619 
1920-21 1 6 185 1.26 1.24 235 229 16.00 17.10 3,760 3,714 
1921-22 194 188 1.16 1.21 225 227 14.00 17.70 3,150 4,029 
w 1922-23 207 192 1.1 1.21 244 232 13.30 17.50 3,245 4,043 
~ 
1923-24 220 199 1.30 1.24 287 246 15.00 16.26 4,305 4,001 
1924-25 199 201 .81 1.14 161 230 17.80 15.22 2,866 3,465 
1925-26 1 0 200 .96 l.08 173 218 19.00 15.82 3,287 3,371 
1926-27 173 196 1.11 1.07 192 211 14.50 15.92 2,784 3,297 
1927-2 191 193 1.26 1.09 240 211 13.80 16.02 3,312 3,311 
192 -29 185 1 6 1.3 1.10 256 20'1 14.40 15.90 3,686 3,187 
1929-30 I 5 183 1.26 1.1 9 234 219 13.60 15.06 3,182 3,250 
1930-31 207 1 8 1.08 1.22 223 229 13.50 13.96 3,010 3,195 
1931-32 22'1 198 1.48 1.29 332 257 8.80 12.82 2,922 3,222 
1932-33 25 212 1.18 l.2 304 270 6.80 11.42 2,067 2,973 
1933-3'1 261 227 1.14 1.23 298 278 8.00 10.14 2,384 2,713 
1934-35 307 251 l.05 1.19 322 296 10.30 9.48 3,317 2,740 
1935-36 292 268 l.04 1.18 304 312 8.90 8.56 2,706 2,679 
1936-37 269 277 1.21 1.12 325 311 10.70 8.94 3,478 2,790 
1937-3 263 278 1.22 1.13 321 314 10.00 9.58 3,210 3,019 
193 -39 299 286 1.11 1.13 333 321 9.80 9.94 3,263 3,195 
' Adapted from revised data furnished by R. F . Hale of the Agricultural Marketing Service. 
'Crop year is from August through the following July. 
• ~ucage l\gures are total :oetes h:ltvcsted. 
TABLE 18. THE PRODUCTIO A D PRlCE OF WTLD HAY I LOUISIANA, 1912-19381 
ACREAGE. YIELD PER ACRE PRODUCTION PRICE PER TON FARM VALUE 
CROP crop five- crop five- crop five- crop five- crop five-
YEA R' yea r year yea r year year year year year year year 
ave. ave. ave. ave. a\te. ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. 
1000 Acres Tons 1000 Tons Dollars 1000 Dollars 
19 12-13 20 1.25 25 
1913-14 . 21 1.25 26 
1914- 15 19 1.25 24 14.00 336 
1915- 16 ___ 19 1.15 22 9.00 198 
1916- 17 19 20 1.25 1.23 24 24 10.00 240 
19 17-1 16 19 1.10 1.20 18 23 14.00 252 
191 -19 13 17 1.00 1.15 13 20 30.00 15.40 390 283 
1919-20 14 16 1.40 1.18 20 19 22.00 17.00 440 304 
1920-21 .. 14 15 1.30 1.21 18 19 19.00 19.00 342 333 
192 1-22 16 15 1.30 l.22 21 18 10.00 19.00 210 327 
1922-23 15 14 1.40 1.2 21 19 9.00 18.00 189 314 w 1923-24 15 15 1.55 1.39 23 21 12.00 14.40 276 291 VI 
I 24-25 13 15 .80 l.27 10 19 14.70 12.94 147 233 
1925-26 15 15 .70 1.15 10 17 14 .00 . 11.94 140 192 
1926-27 ___ 15 15 1.10 l.11 16 16 10.50 12.04 168 184 
1927-2 - 15 15 1.00 1.03 15 15 10.20 12.28 153 177 
192 -29 16 15 1.30 .98 21 14 9.90 l l.86 208 163 
I 29-30 __ 18 16 l.24 1.07 22 17 9.80 10.88 216 177 
1930-31 ----------- 20 17 .65 l.06 13 17 10.60 10.20 138 177 
193 1-32 ---------- 22 18 1.15 1.07 25 19 6.00 9.30 150 173 
1932 -33 --·---·- 20 19 .75 1.02 15 19 5.70 8.40 86 160 
1933-34 --- ·-- 20 20 1.20 1.00 24 20 6.50 7.72 156 149 
1934-35 - __ 21 21 .70 .89 15 18 7.00 7.16 105 127 
1935-36 22 21 1.10 .98 24 21 7.40 6.52 178 135 
1936-37 ---- -· ---- 24 21 .65 .88 16 19 7.90 6.90 126 130 
1937-3 25 22 1.25 .98 31 22 6.00 6.96 186 150 
193 -39 18 22 1.30 l.00 23 22 7.10 7.08 163 152 
1 Adapted from revised data furnished by R. F. Hale of the Agricultural Marketing Service. 
' Crop year is from August through the following July. 
•Acreage figures arc total acres harvested. 
TABLE 19. THE PRODUCTION AND PRICE OF OATS IN LOUISIANA, 1909-1938' 
ACREACE3 YI ELD PER ACRE PRODUCTION PRICE PER BUSHEL FARM VALUE 
ROP1 crop five- crop five- crop five- crop five- crop five-
Y AR year yea r yea r yea r year yea r year year year year 
ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. 
1000 Acru Bushels 1000 Bushels Dollars 1000 Dollars 
1909-10 30 17.0 510 .65 332 
1910- 11 35 21.0 735 .56 412 
1911-12 36 16.0 576 .62 357 
1912-13 30 19.0 570 .59 336 
1913-14 36 33 20.0 1 .6 720 622 .56 .60 403 368 
1914-15 40 35 23.0 19. 920 704 .62 .59 570 416 
19 15-16 60 40 21.0 19.8 1,260 09 .64 .61 06 . 494 
19 16-17 56 44 I .5 20.3 1,036 901 .6 1 .60 632 549 
191 -1 52 49 19.0 20.3 9 9 5 .90 .67 8 9 660 
191 -19 - 51 52 21.5 20.6 1,096 1,060 1.05 .76 1,151 10 
1919-20 50 54 20.0 20.0 1,000 1,076 1.05 .85 1,050 906 
1920-21 35 49 23.0 20.4 805 985 1.09 .94 877 920 
\.N 1921-22 27 43 23.0 21.3 621 902 .62 .94 385 870 0\ 1922-23 24 37 23.5 22.2 564 17 .61 .88 344 761 
1923-24 25 32 19.0 21.7 475 693 .66 .81 314 594 
1924-25 17 26 19.0 21.5 323 55 .67 .73 216 427 
1925-26 14 21 21.5 21.2 301 457 .71 .65 214 295 
1926-27 12 18 2 .0 22.2 336 400 .61 .65 205 259 
192 -2 II 16 16.5 20. I 2 323 .64 .66 116 213 
192 -29 i5 14 26.0 22.2 390 306 .72 .67 281 206 
1929-30 15 13 25.5 23.5 3 2 318 .68 .67 260 215 
1930-31 14 13 24.0 24.0 336 325 .57 .64 192 211 
1931-32 31 17 29.0 24.2 99 43 .37 .60 333 236 
1932-33 25 20 16.0 24.l 400 481 .30 .53 120 237 
1933-34 22 21 16.5 22.2 363 476 .45 .47 163 214 
1934-35 32 25 24 .0 21.9 76 553 .62 .46 476 257 
1935-36 50 32 22.5 21.6 1,125 7 11 .49 .45 551 329 
1936-37 40 34 28.0 21.4 1,120 755 .54 .48 605 383 
1937-3 45 38 31.0 24.4 1,395 954 .48 .52 670 493 
193 -39 50 43 27.0 26.5 1,350 1,1 52 .37 .50 500 560 
lAdapted from revised data furnished by R. F. H ale of the Agricultural Marketing Se~v ice. 
~Cro9 year \s h orn hugus~ ~hrough the fo\\owi.ng \u\y. 
• 1'.(;.t:ca.gc. \\gut:~ "a.'CC 1.0~ ':11.<:."t: -' "2,_,......es'\cd. 
Oats 
The acreage of oats in Louisiana declined from 33,000 acres in the 1909-14 
period to 13,000 acres for the 5-year period ending in 1930, then rapidly increased 
to an average of 43,000 acres for the 1934-39 period (Table 19). The oat acreage 
has increased more than 200 per cent during the last ten years. 
The trend in yield per acre has been slightly upward throughout the 30-year 
period. The average yield for the 1909-14 period was 18.6 bushels per acre as 
compared to 26.5 for the 5-year period ending in 1939. 
Prices received by fa rmers for oats h:ive been more constant than for many 
other Louisiana commodities. The average price .for the 1909-14 period was $0.60 
per bushel as compared to $0.94 in 1916-2 1 and 0.50 for the five years ending in 
1939. Most of the oats produced in Louisiana are used fo r feed on the fa rms where 
produced. 
NUMBER AND VALUE OF THE VARIOUS KINDS 
OF LIVESTOCK ON FARMS IN LOUISIANA, 1910-39 
Data on the number, va lue per head, and total farm value of the different 
kinds of livestock as of January 1 of each year are published currently by the Bu-
reau of gricultural Economics. Similar information for past years is not readily 
available and in many cases is inaccurate as revisions of the the original data have 
been made, resulting from the recent improvements in statistical technique. Because 
of the unavai lability of much of the data in condensed form and because of the 
recent revisions which have not been published for the State of Louisiana, tables 
are presented herewith showing the number, value per head, and total fa rm value 
of al l cattle, milk cow, hogs, sheep, horses mules, and chickens, from 1910 to 
1939. 
The data fo r each type of livestock include a 5-year average for all items. 
Thus the average for the precedi ng five years can be obtained without further 
calcu lations fo r any period, making it easier to determine significa nt trends whjch 
are not revealed by changes from any one year to the next. 
All Cottle 
T he num ber of all cattle in Louisiana has been gradually increasing during 
the past 30 years, especially in the last I 0 years of the period. For the 5-year 
period 1910-14 there were 772,000 cattle on farms as compared to 1,076,000 for 
the most recent 5-year period, 1935-39 (Table 20). In the last 10 years cattle num-
bers increased from 836,000 in 1930 to 1,098 000 in 1939. 
The value per head has fluctuated widely, varying from 17.54 for the 1910-
14 period to $30.70 for the 5-year period ending in 1921, then decli ning to a low 
point of $15.48 in 1932-36, and increasing to l . 0 per head for the most recent 
5-year period. Jn general, there was a close relation hip between trends in value 
per head and trends in numbers. fter a period of high values, the number of 
ca ttl e usually increased in the following year · after a period of low values the 
number of cattle decreased. T n the most recent 5-year period, 1935-39, cattle 
numbers have been increa ing in response to relatively high values per head , 
which are determ ined by the prices farmers receive. 
37 
The farm value of all ca ttle is determined by the number on hand and the 
average value per head. The farm value of all cattle in Louisiana was slightly 
more than $13,000,000 for the 1910-14 period, increased to about $29,000,000 for 
the five years ending in 1921, declined to $16,000,000 in 1932-36, and increased to 
an average of $20,000,000 for the most recent 5-year period , 1935-39. 
Milk Cows 
The number of milk cows on fa rms in Louisiana has been relatively steady 
throughout the 30-yea r period, with a slightly increasing trend in the last ten 
years (Table 21). For the 1910-14 period there were 245,000 milk cows on fa rms 
in comparison with 251,000 for the five yea rs ending in 1930 and 306,000 for the 
TABLE 20. ESTIMATED NUMBER AND VALUE OF ALL CATTLE ON FARMS JN 
LOUT STA A, JANUARY l1 
NUMBER VALUE PER HEAD FARM VALUE 
an- five- an- five- an- five-
nual year nual year nual yea r 
YEAR ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. 
1000 Head Dollars 1000 Dollars 
1910 ------- 748 14.70 11 ,022 
1911 ----------- 755 17.30 13,054 
1912 ------------- 765 17.20 13,143 
1913 --·------- 780 17.40 13,610 13,579 1914 ----------------- 810 772 21. 10 I 7.54 17,068 
1915 ---------------- 840 790 22.20 19.04 18,676 15,110 
1916 ----·---- 885 816 22.30 20.04 19,756 16,451 
1917 -------------- 935 850 25.60 21.72 23,980 18,618 
1918 --------·-- 9 0 890 30.10 24.26 29,535 21,803 1919 _________________ I ,04 5 937 33.40 26.72 34,870 25,363 
1920 ---·-------- - 950 959 36.50 29.58 34,675 28,563 
1921 ------------ 931 968 28.00 30.72 26,068 29,826 
1922 
-----------~ 
912 964 20.30 29.66 18,514 28,732 
1923 -------- 902 948 18.90 27.42 17,048 26,235 
1924 ------- 8 4 916 19. 10 24.56 16,884 22,638 
1925 -------- - 71 900 17.80 20.82 15,504 18,804 
1926 ------- 36 881 19.20 19.06 16,05 1 16,800 
1927 -------- 819 862 20.70 19. 14 16,953 16,488 
192 ---------- 10 844 23.70 20. 10 19,197 16,9 18 
1929 ------- 819 831 31.90 22.66 26,126 18,766 
1930 
------~------
836 24 30.70 25 .24 25,665 20,798 
1931 ------ 69 831 22.70 25.94 19,726 21,533 
1932 920 851 18.20 25.44 16,744 21,492 
1933 _______ 9 6 8 6 13.10 23.32 12,917 20,236 
1934 .. 1,070 936 13.30 19.60 14,216 17,854 
1935 1,125 994 14.20 16.30 15,955 15,9 12 
1936 ________ l,035 1,027 18.60 15.48 19,237 15,8 14 
1937 ______ l,045 1,052 19.40 15.72 20,225 16,5 10 
1938 _______ l,076 1,070 20. 10 17.12 21,622 18,251 
1939' l,098 1,076 21.70 18.80 23,827 20,173 
1Daia from 1910 to 1935 from Livestock 011 Farms, 1910to 1935, Bureau of A •riculcurnl 
Economics. Data from 1936 to 1939 from Crops a11d Markets, February, 1939. 
"Preliminary. 
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most recent 5-yea r period, 1935-39. 
Values per head for milk cows have fluctuated directly with values for all 
cattle, but at a much higher level. In 1910-14 the average value per head was 
$29.26 in compari son with $51.50 for the period ending in 192 1 and $30.20 for the 
most recent 5-year period, 1935-39. Changes in va lues per head seem to be more 
directly associated with va riations in the numbers of all ca ttl e rather than the 
numbers of milk cows. This is most probably due to the fact that the value of 
a cow fo r dairy purposes is to some extent determined by the value for beef. 
T he farm value of milk cows in Louisiana varied from about $7,000,000 in 
1910-14 to a high point of $12,000,000 for the fi ve years ending in 1921, and about 
$9,000,000 fo r the most recent period, 1935-39. 
T ABLE OF MlLK COWS ON FARMS IN 
LOUIS!A 
N u MB'ER VALUE P ER H EAD F ARM VA LUE 
an- five- an- five- an- five-
nual year nual yea r nual year 
Y EAR ave. ave. ave. ive. ave. ave. 
1000 Head Dollars 1000 Dollars 
19 1. 0 -····· ··········-·· 237 24.30 5,759 
1911 --··· ···········-·· 240 29.50 7,080 
1912 ············ ......... 250 29.50 7,375 
1913 ............ ·····-·· 250 29.00 7,250 
1914 -------- -- --- 250 245 34.00 29.26 8,500 7, 193 
1915 ------ --------- 250 248 36.00 31.60 9,000 7,841 
1916 ········-·····-····· 242 248 37.00 33.10 8,954 8,2 16 
1917 ····················- 240 246 42.00 35.60 10,080 8,757 
1918 -············-····· 230 242 49.50 39.70 I 1,385 9,584 
1919 ....... --··········· 220 236 5 .00 44.50 12.760 10,436 
1920 - ------- ----· 220 230 61.00 49.50 13,420 11 ,320 
192 1. -······· ·····-····· 225 227 47.00 51.50 10,575 11 ,644 
1922 --·---·-· ---- 233 226 39.00 50.90 9,087 11 ,445 
1923 ..... ·-············ 242 228 35.00 4 .00 8,470 10,862 
1.924 ... ----·---- 248 234 34.00 43.20 8 432 9,997 
1925 -------- --- -··· 253 240 34.00 37. 0 8 602 9,033 
1926 ..... ·------······ 245 244 31.00 34.60 7,595 8,437 
1927 ... -·--······· 250 24 33.00 33.40 8,250 8,270 
1928 --- ------ ·•· 256 250 36.00 33.60 9,2 16 8,4 19 
1929 ·········----- - 253 251 49.00 36.60 12,397 9,2 12 
1930 ••••• <! • .., ••• --- 250 25 1 47.00 39.20 11,750 9,842 
193 1 ·····- .. ··- ····- 257 253 36.00 40.20 9,252 10, 173 
1932 ····-· -- ---·- 270 257 30.00 39.60 8, 100 10,143 
1933 --·---- ······--· 2 0 262 21.00 36.60 5,880 9,476 
1934 -·· .... ·······. 298 27 1 23.00 31.40 6,854 8,367 
1935 _____ ., __ .w ·----- 310 283 24.00 26.80 7 440 7,505 
1936 - ----------- 304 292 29.00 25.40 8,816 7,418 
1937 ........ ····-···- - 298 29 32.00 25. 0 9,536 7,705 
193 -------·-···--· 304 303 32.00 2 .00 9,728 8,475 
19392 .. ---·- 3 14 306 34.00 30.20 10,676 9,239 
=--=-= 
'D. ta from 1910 to 1935 from Livestock on Farms, 1910 t? 19]5, Burc3u of Ag ricultural 




N umbers of hogs in Louisiana decl ined gradually from 1910 to 1927, then 
increased sli ghtl y du ring the las t ten yea rs of the 30-yea r period . For the 1910-14 
period hog nu mbers averaged l ,047,000 as compared to 521,000 for the five yea rs 
ending in 1928 and 814,000 for the most recent 5-year period, 1935-39 (Table 22) . 
Values per head averaged $6.50 in 1910-14, increased to $1 2.90 for the pe-
riod ending in 1921, then declined to $5.31 in 1931-35, and increased to $6.33 for 
the most recent 5-year period, 1935-39. H og values in Loui siana during the past 
five years have been relatively steady at a point slightly below the 1910-14 level. 
T he value of hogs on farms in Lou isiana va ried from about $7,000,000 in 
1910-14 to a high poi nt of l2,000,000 fo r the 5-year period ending in 1921, and 
decl ined to about $5,000,000 for the most recent period, 1935-39. 
TABLE 22. ESTIMATED MRER A D VALUE OF H GS ON FA RMS I~ 







19 1 I. I ,I 19 
1912 ---------·- 1,125 
1913 - .... -- 1,040 
1914 950 
I 9 I 5 ----·· .. ·---- .. 935 
1916 ·-··· ........... 970 
1917 ---- ... --- 1,000 
1918 .. __ --·- I ,020 
19 I 9 ------·- .. 966 
1920 51 
I 921 ---·---:··--· 749 
I 922 ___ .. ··- 700 
1923 650 
1924 - - ·--· ·- 530 
1925 - ---· 52 
I 926 -·----··-· 496 
1927 ... --·· ·- 472 
1928 ----- - 527 
I 929 _____ ... 5 6 
1930 ··-·-·-·-· 637 
1931 ---- -· 605 
1932 ·------- 758 
1933 ...... ----· 796 
I 934 -·-· --·-.. - 796 
1935 - ----- 777 
1936 ---·-- 730 
1937 .. -- . 18 
193 ·---·---.. 34 
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7.30 7. 16 
9.20 7.84 
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7,200 7, 109 
7,08 1 7,137 
9,200 7,672 
13.872 8,99 1 
14,683 I 0,407 
12,425 l 1,452 
8,9 13 11 ,819 
6,160 l 1,21 I 
5,200 9,476 
4,524 7,444 




5 684 4,84 1 
5,606 5,054 





5,782 4, 171 
5,481 4,282 
5,421 4,713 
5. 181 5, 125 
-= 
'Data from 1910 to 1935 from Livestock on Farms, 1910 lo 1935, Bureau of Agricultural 




Sheep numbt1s in Louisiana have been gradually increasing throughout 
the 30-year period . In the 1910-14 period there were 189 ,000 stock sheep in Lou-
isiana as compared to 265,000 for the 5-year period ending in 1939 (T:rble 23). 
Values per head averaged $1.98 in 1910-14, increased to $4.28 for the period 
end ing in 192 1, then declined to $2.45 in 193 1-35, and increased to $3.00 per head 
for the most recent 5-year period, 1935-39. Sheep values in Louisiana have been 
relatively constant during the past ten years at a point somewhat above the 1910-
14 level. 
The value of sheep on farms in Louisial!a varied from $374,000 in 1910-14 
to a high point of $968,000 for the 5-year period ending in 192 1, and declined to 
$795,000 for the most recent period, 1935-39. 
TABLE 23. ESTIMATED NUMBER A SHEEP ON FARMS 
IN LOUISIA 
NUMBER VALUE PER H EAD FARM VALUE 
an- five- an- five- an- five-
nual yea r nual year nual year 
Y EA R ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. 
1000 Head Dollars 1000 Dollars 
1910 •••.•••.••...• __ JBS 1.90 352 
1911 .................. 186 I. 0 335 
1912 ________________ 187 2.00 374 
19 13 ------------- 190 2.00 380 
1914 _______________ 195 189 2.20 J.9 429 374 
1915 ------------- 200 192 2.20 2.04 440 392 
1916 ----------------- 210 196 2.30 2.14 483 42 1 
1917 ----------------- 219 203 2.90 2.32 635 473 
1918 -·------------ 225 210 4.10 2.74 922 582 
1919 ------------- 228 216 5.20 3.34 1,186 733 
1920 --------------- 230 222 5.40 3.9 l ,242 894 
1921 --------------- 225 225 3.80 4.28 855 968 
1922 ______________ 225 227 2. 0 4.26 630 967 
1923 ---------- 230 228 2.90 4.02 667 916 
1924 ____________ 235 229 3.10 3.60 728 824 
1925 - ------------ 235 230 3.20 3.16 752 726 
1926 ------------ 235 232 3.00 3.00 705 696 
1027 ----------- 240 235 3.00 3.04 720 714 
1928 ------------ 240 237 3.00 3.06 720 725 
1929 --------------- 2 4 5 239 3.30 3.10 808 74 1 
1930 --------..--- 250 242 3.40 3.14 850 761 
1931 ---------------- 2 5 5 246 2.70 3.08 688 757 
1932 --------- 260 250 2.70 3.02 702 754 
1933 ---------------- 265 255 2.00 2. 2 530 716 
1934 ·---------- 270 260 2.20 2.60 594 673 
1935 -------------- 275 265 2.65 2.45 727 648 
1936 ---------- 248 264 3.20 2.55 788 668 
1937 ------------ 260 264 3.10 2.63 812 690 
1938 -------------- 268 264 3.05 2. 4 822 749 
19392 -------~- --- 276 265 3.00 3.00 828 795 
'Data from 1910 to 1935 from Li11estock on Farms, 1910 to 1935, Bureau of-Agricultura l 




The number of mules in Louisiana has been fairly constant for the past 
ten years, after increasing slightly during the earlier 20-year period . In the 1910-14 
period, there were 134,000 mules on fo rms as compared to 185,000 for the 5-year 
period ending in 1929 and 201 ,000 for the most recent 5-year period, 1935-39 
(Table 24). 
Values per head have been increasing in the past five years, after being 
relatively low from 1925 to 1935. For the 1910-14 period, mules were valued at 
$121 per head as compared to $69 for the 5-year period endi ng in 1935 and $103 
for the most recent 5-yea r period, 1935-39. 
The value of mule on fa rms in Louisiana varied from about $16,000,000 
in 1910-14 to a high point of $26,000,000 for the period ending in 1922, then de-
clined to l4 ,000,000 in l93 l-35, and increased to $20,000,000 in 1935-39. 
TABLE 24. ESTIMATED UMBER AND VALUE OF MULES ON FARMS IN 
LOUISIANA, JA UA RY I' 
NUMBER VALUE P ER H EAD FARM VALUE 
an- five- an- fiv e- an- five-
nual yea r nual yea r nual year 
YEAR ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. ave. 
1000 Head Dollars 1000 Dollars 
1910 ----------·--------- 132 11 6 15,3 12 
1911 _________________ I 33 11 9 15,827 
1912 ___________________ I 34 11 6 15,544 
1913 _______________ I 35 127 17, 145 
1914 ------------ ---------- 138 134 128 121 17,664 16,298 
1915 _____ _________ I 40 136 125 123 17,500 16,736 
1916 _____________ I 45 138 121 123 17,545 17,080 
1917 ___________ _] 65 145 125 125 20,625 18,096 
1918 -----------·------ l 0 154 135 127 24,300 19,527 
1919 ----- _________________ I 85 163 145 130 26,825 21,359 
1920 ---------· ........... 185 172 168 139 31,046 24,068 
192 1 --------·- _________ l 87 180 143 143 26,73 1 25,905 
1922 --------------·- 177 I 3 11 8 142 20, 71 25,955 
1923 ___________ I 76 I 2 11 3 137 19,856 25,066 
1924 ---------- I 0 I I 94 127 16,836 23,06 
1925 ----·------------ I 0 I 0 90 112 16,200 20,099 
1926 __________ I 2 179 90 IOI 16,380 I ,029 
1927 ------------- I 6 I I 79 93 14,694 16,793 
192 ------------- I 6 I 3 85 88 15, LO 15,984 
1929 .. --------- 192 185 89 7 17,08 16,034 
1930 ________ 201 I 9 85 86 17,0 5 16,2 11 
193 1 ·----·---- 205 194 74 82 15,170. 15,969 
1932 ---------- .... 20 I 197 63 79 12,663 15,563 
1933 _____________ I 97 199 56 73 11 ,032 14,608 
1934 ··-------- ---· 199 20 1 70 70 13,850 13,960 
1935 --------··-- 19 200 4 69 16,618 13, 67 
1936 ------ 199 199 99 74 19,79 1 14,79 1 
I 37 -------- - 20 l 199 11 0 4 22, 132 16,685 
193 -------- 205 201 11 3 95 23, 165 19, 111 
19391 -- 203 201 111 103 22,533• 20,848 
1Dara from 1910 to 1935 from Livestock 011 Farms, 1910 to 1935, Bureau of Agriculcural 




While the number of mules in Louisiana increased during the 30-year 
period, horse numbers declined . In the 1910-14 period there we re 173,000 horses 
on farms as compared to only l 25,000 for the most recent 5-yea r period, 1935-39 
(Table 25). This indicates that to some extent horses are being replaced by mules 
for use as workstock on Louisiana fa rms. 
Horse values per head have followed the same general trend as mule values 
in Louisiana , but at a lower level. Horses were va lued at $83 per head in 1910-14 
as compared to $40 per head fo r the 5-year period end ing in 1935 and $58 for the 
most recent 5-year period, 1935-39. 
The value of horses on fa rms in Louisiana va ried from about $14,000,000 
in 1910-14 to a high point of $18,000,000 fo r the 5-yea r period ending in 192l"and 
$7,000,000 for the most recent 5-year period, 1935-39. 
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'Darn from 1910 to 1935 from Li11rstock on Farms, 1910to1935, Bureau of Agricultural 




Data on chickens are not available for the years prior to 1924. For the 16-
year period 1924-39, however, numbers of chickens on farms in Louisiana have 
been relati vely constant, ave raging about 5,000,000 head (Table 26) . Chicken 
numbers increased from 4,500,000 fo r the 1924-28 period to 5,000,000 for the fi ve 
years ending in 1931 and have held around the 5,000,000 mark during the last 
ten years. 
Values ave raged 75 ce11ts per head for the 1924-28 period, increased to 79 
cents for the 5-year period end ing in 1930, then decreased to 47 cents per head in 
1933-37, and increased to 55 cents for the most recent 5-year period, 1935-39. 
The value of chickens on fa rms in Louisiana va ried from $3,444,000 in 
1924-28 to a high point of $3,937,000 for the five years ending in 1930, and de-
creased to $2,660,000 fo r the most recent 5-yea r period , 1935-39. The changes in 
the fa rm value of chickens on fa rms have been due mostly to fluctuations in the 
value per head, ;is numbers on fa rms have been relatively constant. 
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1Da1. from Farm Prod111:1ion and D1sposi1io11 - Chickens and Eggs, Bureau of Agricul· 
•ural Economics, June, I 939. 
44 
